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SUBJECT. ConSLderatlons in- Saloon in April 1975 on the
o Fe351b111ty of a Polltlcal Settlement -
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‘1. VWhile the Vietnam Station and the Defense Attache
. Intelligence Division concluded before the end of the
- third week -of March 1975 that South Vietnam has lost the
-war and that an early collapse was unavoidable in the
absence of meaningful U.S. intervention, 2 number of )
informed political observers have felt that Hanoi nay |
wish to consider the option of a so-called political |
solution. It will be recalled that COSVN's_Resolution!
for 1975 WEFined the. ODJeGLive. 0L the upcoming offensive,”
“rwtav-zira*“"tbufbrce the GVN_to_negotiate a political
setclement £rom a militarily Weakened pOSlTlQn” tnhat
—Lzo~Dong” Party First Secretary Le Duan in early February
stated that “"those who maintain that a military solution
is the only possible way to bring about reunification
have not drawn tha proper conclusions from North Vietnr-u's
history" and that as recently as mid-April Vietnanese
comnmunist propaganda spoke of the proper implementation °
of the Paris Agreements. The theoretical validity of
the political solution based on what the Hungarians
called "socialist logic” was specifically recoanlzed
also in the final report of the Weyand Missicn uthh
departnd Saigon on 4 April.

-~

{ 2. There were no illusions in the Amer1c1n fmbas%y
in Saigon zbout the nature of a pGllt’Cal solution, given
the hard rezlities of the military situation. Afcer the
f21l of Military Regions One and Two, the war could end
only on Hznoi's terms but there were scme Lenuaus reasors
on basis of which one could conclude. gz at least hope fcr

i
» the possibility that Hanol alght be conternt alth solition
g similar to that of a Vichy-France. At any rate, the
§ zlternative to such a dovelonl 2nt ju:t flpq--ln our opirign--
ary effort which ﬂlUbL 1019 to bring aboutl a conciusion
g howaver temporary, short of total militery subjugaticn.
» ™
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D5 LpTrned @2 @ prannea deceptlon campaign or parha
‘because the political guidance had not caughnt u%7;ith the
stargline ' Q:}@A‘-Rbpsmmgé7m9. X AU.F__.,EQE.L\,_IEL&\,
£175APRY .f.%?gﬂga}%fﬁghvarioix_s _communist ”edﬁo and alss
TEPRG_Eareign Midiste r;fblad_éﬁ??:i'ﬁﬁ_ continusd.to talkl.abour e
the Paris Acreememt, the need IofF g thrée-party coalitiaon ™

""I?l""SE"iéon and about the proper implementation of the Partis i
Agreement, particularly with respect to Chapters 1, 4 znd g_
The reputedly well-informed Agenge France Press correspondent
in Hanoi,’ Thoraval, claimed. as. late.'as 28 March that the
North Vietnamese objectives remained limited a2lthough he
s2id that Hanoi was hardening its stand against negotia-— "
tions with Thieu: ,Ihg«PR&@s‘mkﬁsmg.gﬁi@“I@_’Ss.xnuzsihg;_,\M, )
Colonel Giang, in contact with Malcolm Brown of the New

i York Times, held open_the possibility of z political

£ Solution till ZBETE 27 April when he registered T

p:r

- §dissatisfaction with "Big'" Minh's sentiments, which, ke .2'5x‘1_‘:.'.
ésaid,,'"were not responsive to the PRG's demands.” A -
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